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COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



Sir: 

Applicants are in receipt of a Notice of Allowance dated November 17, 2004, in the 
above-referenced application. The Issue Fee is due on or before February 1 7, 2005, and is being 
paid concurrently herewith. 

Claim 1 is directed to an image forming apparatus, and recites, an image bearing 
member, an intermediate transferring member for receiving a transfer of a toner image from said 
image bearing member, and a cleaning means which cleans the toner image on said intermediate 
transferring member, said apparatus having a first mode for transferring a toner image on said 
intermediate transferring member onto a transfer material, and a second mode for forming a toner 



image in an entire area capable of image formation on said intermediate transferring member and 
cleaning said toner image without transfer to the transfer material. 

Applicants wish to point out that while the "second mode" is a feature of the image 
forming apparatus of Claim 1, it is not necessarily part of, or carried out by, the "cleaning 
means." To the extent that the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance set forth in the 
November 17, 2004 Notice of Allowability is inconsistent with, or more narrow than, the scope 
of Claim 1, Applicants respectfully disagree with the characterization. 

Applicants' undersigned attomey may be reached in our Washington, D.C. office by 
telephone at (202) 530-1010. All correspondence should continue to be directed to our below 
listed address. 

Respectfully submitted, 



David A. Divine 
Attomey for Applicants 
Registration No. 51,275 

FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 101 12-3801 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 
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